
~PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE~ 
Terri Porisch 

Being a retired teacher of 32 years, there were many pathways, people, & experiences that 
influenced my career and educational values. After all those years, what did I come away with? 
The simple message: A teacher matters & has influence in children‛s lives. Not very earthshaking 
or eloquent. But I hope that when a teacher questions whether they are making a difference, 
they will know that they are. Two stories come to mind to illustrate this point. 
 
Before I taught in our district‛s gifted program, I taught primarily 5th and 6th grade. In my 6th 
or 7th year of teaching, I had Sally. She was very bright, popular, cute, and theatrical.  She had 
everything going for her. That November, I had the students do a play in which Sally had a lead 
and stole the show. I made a comment about her terrific performance on her report card the 
following January. Fast forward: Sally is in her mid-20s and is home for a visit. We run into each 
other at the store. I inquire about her job. She informs me that she majored in drama in college 
but changed to education and is was currently working in a middle school in an inner city Title 1 
school. Her hair was dyed purple. I asked, “Why did you major in drama initially, Sally.” Her 
response (said with an incredulous gasp--because she‛s theatrical) : “Don‛t you remember what 
you wrote on my 6th grade report card???” When I responded with a simple, “No”, she 
elaborated, “You said, ‘Sally stole the show in our Christmas play with her portrayal of Marcy. 
Maybe she has a future in the theatre.‛ So, I majored in drama!” I was astounded, to say the 
least. A two line comment in a report card in 6th grade influenced a high school graduate‛s 
pathway in college.  
 
After 13 years in the classroom, I was fortunate to become a teacher in our district‛s gifted 
program. Ours is a pull-out program, and I traveled to 4-5 schools each week seeing students 1-3 
hours/week. Cory was one of the students I had for 3 years, beginning in his 4th grade year. He 
did not have everything going for him. I received a letter from him after I retired. He was about 
25. Part of it follows: 
 

I‛m not sure if you remember me. My name is Cory. I had problems doing well in school & went                    
through a battery of testing in 2nd grade. The testing showed I was strong in math, science, and                  

reasoning but weak in language arts. In addition, I was diagnosed with ADHD…..I‛m not quite sure                
how it happened. Perhaps my mother talked with you, and you intervened on my behalf, but I was                  

eventually given a chance to excel in the gifted program, and you were my teacher.  
 

From the day I walked through the door, I loved your class…..I created one project on song                 
parodies and another on medieval weaponry and saved them both well past high school because they                

meant so much to me…..It was when we started doing basic algebra that I finally found something                 
that I loved…..I finally found an area that I excelled in and that helped me feel better about                  

myself. 
 
Teachers matter. Parents, extended family, and friends matter. Sometimes we don‛t know until 
years later if we did the right thing. Believe in yourself, support each other, and keep plugging 
away. The Sallys and Corys in your classrooms are waiting for your guidance, inspiration, and 
empathy. Have a terrific year!  I look forward to seeing you in MARCH in Missoula at our 
conference! 
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2016 MEA-MFT Educators‛ Conference 
Oct 20-21 in Helena 

http://www.mea-mft.org/educators_conference.aspx  
 

We are so excited that Montana‛s own, Jann Leppien, will be our 
keynote speaker in Helena in October! Jann was instrumental in 
Montana AGATE‛s early years. Her passion for gifted children has 
benefited educators from Montana to Connecticut to Idaho to 
Washington. She is a published author, an associate professor at 
Whitworth University, and a genuine, down-to-earth presenter you 
won‛t want to miss. Please check your schedule to confirm the days of 
her presentations (below). You won‛t want to miss any of them! 

 
 

A Teacher‛s Thinking Toolkit  TH afternoon 
 
How do we create and develop intellectual thinking in gifted students, K-12, and engage 
them in inquiry-based instruction and address the Common Core standards? This session 
explores strategies for infusing critical and creative thinking skills into content instruction 
in ways that both improve student thinking and enhance deep content learning. 
 
Keynote: High Quality Curriculum for Advanced Students  FRI morning 
 
There is no shortage of knowledge about what high quality curriculum and instruction 
should look like for advanced learners. Given the cognitive capacity of students who are 
highly able, it is likely that they will require curriculum and instruction that is more 
challenging at least if we expect continuous growth. This session will address some of the 
principles of high quality curricular and instructional design that should be considered as 
as we work with the CCSS standards to maximize their strengths. 

 
Top Skills to Cultivate in High Potential Students  FRI afternoon 
 
The importance of intellectual talent to achievement (CCSS) in all professional domains is 
well established, but less is known about other individual differences that predict success. 
What characteristics are important for educators to cultivate so as to help highly capable 
students, K-12, maximize their potential and realize their dreams? We will rely on the 
research literature in the field of gifted education and psychology to identify and discuss 
how educators can develop these traits in students. 

 
2 

http://www.mea-mft.org/educators_conference.aspx


2017 Montana AGATE Conference 
March 2nd & 3rd 

Missoula, MT 

 
http://www.mtagate.org/conference.html  

https://www.facebook.com/mtagate/  
 
Come & connect with us and our NEW keynote speakers: Ginger Lewman & 
Dr. Tom Hebert. They have never been to Montana, and we are thrilled to 
have them. Ginger’s areas of interest are gifted learners, Problem Based 
Learning, and technology. Dr. Hebert’s area of interest is in the social and 
emotional realms of gifted children. 
 
We will have our registration totally online for all groups: teachers, parents, 
administrators, board members, vendors, legislators, and presenters.  
 

Check our website or Facebook page for more information!  
Early Bird registration by Jan 15, 2017!   

Savings of  $25!  
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Resources & Opportunities 

● Educators & Parents! Dr. Tracy Missett, Assistant Professor at the University of Montana 

where she holds the Suzanne and Dave Peterson Endowed Professorship of Gifted 

Education, is again offering an online class in Gifted Education next semester. The first 5 
people to take the class will receive a $250 check from Montana AGATE after the last 

day to drop the class  to help defer the cost of the class. To get more information on 

registering for the class, visit the Montana AGATE website or Facebook page! 

http://www.mtagate.org/   https://www.facebook.com/mtagate/  

○ C&I 562: Social and Emotional Development of Gifted and Talented Learners (3 

hours):  This course provides an overview of current theory and evidencebased 

practices in understanding the social and emotional development of gifted 

learners. Topics discussed in class range from research findings addressing social 

and emotional health and needs of the general population of gifted students to 

the unique needs of specific subgroups of gifted students (e.g., gifted girls, 

gifted and learning disabled, highly creative students, traditionally 

underrepresented gifted students). 

● Dr Tracy Missett (tracy.missett@umontana.edu) of the University of Montana is 

willing to travel anywhere in the state to visit with parent groups, school boards, 

administrators, or entire districts about gifted education. Please contact her with your 

inquiries. Her research interests include twiceexceptional learners, particularly those 

with complex emotional profiles, the social and emotional traits of gifted learners, and 

curriculum research and development. 

 
● Good Reads! 

● Mindset The New Psychology of Success How We Can Learn to Fulfill our 

Potential by Carol S. Dweck. This is a great book to help reevaluate how you 

approach goals in your life and how your mindset impacts more than your talent 

to bring success.  

 

● Living with Intensity Edited by Susan Daniels, Ph. D. & Michael M. Piechowski, 

Ph. D.  This book is five years old but a good book to help you understand 

students who learn differently because they are gifted and talented. 

 

● Intelligent Life in the Classroom by Karen Isaacson and Tamera Fisher.  An 

inspirational book for all teachers filled with humor and wisdom to improve your 

classroom with the love for learning.  

4 

http://www.mtagate.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mtagate/
mailto:tracy.missett@umontana.edu


Funding for GIFTED EDUCATION in Montana 
$2.5 million recommendation! :-)  

Since the fall of 2015, the School Funding Interim Commission has had several 
meeting in Helena to prioritize and make recommendations to the upcoming 
2017 Legislature on educational concerns and topics. The Commission sent out 
a survey for people to rank their concerns. From this survey, 4 topics were 
given top priority and the others were put on a “parking lot” list. If there was 
time and interest, those topics would be addressed. “Gifted & Talented” was 
ranked 15th out of 16 items in the parking lot. 
(http://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/School-Funding/Me
etings/Jan-2016/November%20mailing/Sept-SFC-summary.pdf)  
 
There is good news! Because of parent voices, board members from AGATE, 
Commission member Dr. Kathy Kelker as well as other members of the 
Commission’s concern to uphold the Montana Constitution (“...to establish 
a system of education which will develop the full educational potential of each 
person. Equality of educational opportunity is guaranteed to each person of the 
state) the Commission will recommend that the funds allotted to gifted 
education via the grant process be increased to $2,500,000. In 18 years in 
gifted ed, I have not seen the dollar amount this high!   
 
We need to continue to let the Commission members know we appreciate 
their efforts and concern for gifted education! Please contact our Legislative 
Chairperson (Gayle Roege gayle@roege.net) for more information on the 
progress of this recommendation and what you can do to help. If you are a 
teacher, please provide Gayle with an email address that is not a school email 
address. She cannot send information to you that might be interpreted as 
political in nature. Committee members’ emails can be found at this site: 
http://leg.mt.gov/css/Committees/interim/2015-2016/School-Funding/Members
/InterimMembership.asp?CommitteeID=1009  

 

 
Parents’ Corner 
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Hello, Parents of gifted students across the great state of Montana!  
 
Even though our geography is vast, there are so many of us advocating and striving to find 
the most appropriate support for our gifted students!!  You are never alone in your efforts to 
accomplish this.  MT AGATE is here to support you and your students in any way we can.  
 
One of the best ways for us to assist you is through your membership to MT AGATE.  By 
becoming a member, we are able to network with you, invite you to special events, and share 
valuable resources that will help you discover how best to support your student(s).  
If you would like to become a MT AGATE member, please either contact Karlina Popwell at 
positivelycomplexlyintense@gmail.com or 406-224-5297 or visit the website at 
www.mtagate.org and apply for membership at your convenience.  Annual membership is 
only $25 and supports educational resources for students; professional development for 
teachers, administrators and counselors; legislative advocacy (which is critical as we enter the 
upcoming legislative season), and access to experts in the field of gifted education!  
 
If you become a paid member before December 31, 2016, then you will be eligible for the 
limited parent waivers we offer for our annual conference which will be held March 2nd & 
3rd in Missoula.  In addition, a team of parents has been working closely with the organizers 
of the conference to ensure that parents’ needs are given special attention at this year’s 
conference.  We sincerely hope that you will take advantage of this amazing opportunity to 
learn, network, and share at the 2017 MT AGATE conference!! 
 
If you are not a parent currently reading this article, PLEASE forward it to any parents of 
gifted students you know, so they will understand that MT AGATE strives to support them 
as well.  We hope to hear from many parents from across the state and we hope to meet you 
personally the first weekend of March in Missoula! 

Montana AGATE Board 
OPEN positions: Contact Terri Porisch for more information on joining our board! 
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President: Terri Porisch 

MTGifted@gmail.com 

PresidentElect: Estee Aiken 

Estee.Aiken@umwestern.edu  

Treasurer: Joe Helbling  

joehelbling09@gmail.com  

Secretary: Karlina Popwell 

positivelycomplexlyintense@gmail.com  

Region I Rep: Open  Region II Rep: Mary Rearden  

rearden.mary@gmail.com  

Region III Rep: Darla Williams 

teacheachchild@gmail.com  

Region IV: Lisa Heitt  

lheitt@clancy.K12.mt.us  

Region V Rep: Shirley Lindburg 

salindburg@mcps.k12.mt.us  

Newsletter Editor: Nicole Means 

nmeans@columbus.k12.mt.us  

Outreach Chair: Kathy Dunn 

kathydunn@att.net   

SAT Chair: Joette Speake 

Joette.speake@colstrip.k12.us 

Signatures Liaison: Open    Education Chair: Tracy Missett 

tracy.missett@mso.umt.edu  

OPI GT Liaison: Michael Hall 

mhall@mt.gov  

Historian Chair: Daisy Carlsmith 

director@wmplc.org  

Public Relations Chair: Open  

 

Parent Involvement Chair:  

Karlina Popwell 

positivelycomplexlyintense@gmail.com   

Membership Chair: Open  Legislative Chair: Gayle Roege 

gayle@roege.net 

Webmaster/Technology Chair:  Marci 

Brodock marci_brodock@gfps.k12.mt.us   

Facebook administrator: Marci Brodock  

marci_brodock@gfps.k12.mt.us   

Publicity Chair: Open    
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