Outliers

By Malcolm Gladwell, copyright 2008
Why do some people succeed far more than others?


There is a story that is usually told about extremely successful people, a story that focuses on intelligence and ambition. In Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell argues that the true story of success is very different, and that if we want to understand how some people thrive, we should spend more time looking around them – at such things as their family, their birthplace, or even their birth date. The story of success is more complex – and a lot more interesting – than it initially appears.


Outliers explains what the Beatles and Bill Gates have in common, the extraordinary success  of Asians at math, the hidden advantages of star athlete, why all top New York lawyers have the same resume, and the reason you’ve never heard of the world’s smartest man – all in terms of generation, family, culture and class. It matters what year you were born if you want to be a Silicon Valley billionaire, Gladwell argues, and it matters where you were born if you want to be a successful pilot. The lives of outliers – those people whose achievements fall outside the normal experience – follow a peculiar and unexpected logic, and in making that logic plain Gladwell presents a fascinating and provocative blueprint for making the most of human potential.
Alternative Test Prep Assignment
I trust you will ace the MontCAS reading section. Instead of spending your time reviewing test prep strategies, I hope to challenge you with a different type of reading and vocabulary study.
The chapters copied here for you are “The Trouble with Geniuses, Part 1,” and “The Trouble with Geniuses, Part 2” from Gladwell’s Outliers. You will have a number of days to work on this independently in the library, so think about how you want to split up the pages (p.69-115). 

· As you read, record your impressions of the information (you can highlight/underline as you read, but please also add some writing in the margins – answers to my writing or your own notes). 

· Find all words that are unfamiliar to you. Mark them as you read somehow (highlight/sticky notes) so that you can come back to them at the end of your reading. Look them up and break them down using Latin roots, prefixes, whatever – so you’ll be able to use/recognize it in the future. You should have at least 5.

· For example:

p. 69 adversaries
dictionary.com: a person, group, etc. that is an opponent in a contest; contestant.

Origin: adverse: opposing one’s interests or desire, acting in a contradictory direction.

Finally, before you start reading, spend a few minutes thinking about this question, and jot down your best thinking. You’ll see why on page 76 (
Why are manhole covers round?
Test Prep Days: I have scheduled 2 ½  days during Comm. Arts class that you will have time to work in the library/hall independently on this packet. You may have to do some reading at home to complete the vocabulary requirement and the Constructed Response.

6th Period: ½ of Tuesday, March 2

2nd/3rd Period: ½ of Wednesday, March 3

Both: Thursday, March 4 and Friday, March 5

Final Due Date: MONDAY, MARCH 8
Constructed Response Practice

How do these chapters about intelligence, achievement and support, relate to your life?

Oppenheimer’s misbehavior

p. 98-99

“Oppenheimer went to Harvard and then on to Cambridge University to pursue a doctorate in physics. There, Oppenheimer, who struggled with depression his entire life, grew despondent. His gift was for theoretical physics, and his tutor, a man named Patrick Blackett (who would win a Nobel Prize in1948), was forcing him to attend the minutiae of experimental physics, which he hated. He grew more and more emotionally unstable, and then, in an act so strange that to this day no one has properly made sense of it, Oppenheimer took some chemicals from the laboratory and tried to poison his tutor.” p.97-98

“Oh, and by the way, in graduate school he tried to kill his tutor.” p. 99

Ha! Reminds me of the twice-exceptional gifted kids, and how we want them all to be in a “good student” box. 

I love working with gifted education kids and exploring their potential… so many possibilities!
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