
Advanced Slavery Unit

You are here because I trust you know the basics on slavery; I want your learning to go in a new direction for this social studies unit. You will examine the prevalence of white racism in American society not just from the 1500s to 1863, but up to the present, including in unexpected areas like history textbooks. You have a calendar outline with recommended reading and project work-time days. It is flexible, but if you see the need to deviate radically, please see Mrs. McFarland.

Your “textbook” for this unit will be the chapter “Gone With The Wind” from the book Lies My Teacher Told Me, by James Loewen. You’ll also need this work-packet to record your learning as you read; bring both to class everyday. You’ll build your background knowledge with these materials from Feb. 18-28, then embark on a series of projects demonstrating your understanding of the unit from March 1-4 (explained later in this work-packet). Given this extended work-time on final products, I’m sure you’ve inferred that we expect the highest quality on all four.
Check in with your social studies teacher each day for attendance purposes, then you may head to the library. You will be working with a few other people down there, and your absolute best behavior is expected the entire time. 

It’s hard to work for an extended period of time without teacher direction; thank you for your best effort with this. I’ll try to get down to the library a few times a week to check in. If you think it’s going to be too much for you, let me know, and we’ll discuss you returning to the regular curriculum class. However, I think you can handle this college-level text and thinking ( Good luck and happy reading!
Mrs. McFarland, Mr. Solberg and Mr. Nuttall
Guiding Questions:

· In American history, how have politics, economics and sociology been used to oppress African-Americans?

· How can we work to eliminate oppression in society today?

Learning Targets:

· I can compare and contrast the varying historical perspectives of slavery.

· I can connect my knowledge of how the sociological, economic and political controversy over slavery in America escalated to the point of the Civil War.

· I can analyze the effect of the historical periods of Reconstruction and the nadir on race relations in the twentieth century.

· I can explain the consequences of the invisibility of white racism in history textbooks in the twentieth century.

DAY 1
“Placing on men the ignominious Title SLAVE, dressing them in uncomely Garments, keeping them in servile Labour, in which they are often dirty, tends gradually to fix a Notion in the Mind, that they are a Sort of People below us in Nature, and leads us to consider them as such in all our Conclusions about them.”

-John Woolman, 1754, author of Considerations on the Keeping of Negroes: Recommended to the Professors of Christianity of every Denomination

What is Woolman’s sociological insight here? (at least 2-3 complete sentences)
Read the Origins of Slavery excerpt on the next page. What is one thing that surprised/interested you/or that you thought was very well said from this article? Explain in at least 2-3 complete sentences.
DAY 1


Working in a group of 2-3, write these words on sticky notes:

racism

Africans 

African-Americans

Americans

race relations

domination

antebellum

cotton

ideal social structure

“peculiar institution”


revolt

cotton gin

abolition

Mason-Dixon Line

South Carolina

secede

Fugitive Slave Act

white southerners

Republican party

Democratic party

War Between the States

segregation

economic inferiority

“dark continent”

white supremacy

Native Americans

emancipation

Reconstruction

Confederate myth of Reconstruction

civil rights

oppression

nadir

ethnocentric cheerleading

Now, arrange the words into categories (at least 4). Be creative, think outside the box. How could these words be related to each other? Which words lead to others? Position them accordingly on the page. Also, name your categories and write the label on the poster. You will have a chance to revisit/rearrange if you wish later…
Turn this in to Mrs. McFarland when you return to the classroom today.
DAY 2
Read “Gone With the Wind” chapter, pages 134-141.

p. 136, 2nd paragraph


Africans (is it too early to call them African Americans?)

What is the importance of names in our society? How can names be used to help or hurt groups of people? (If you don’t know the meanings of the words “connotation” and “denotation,” look them up and use them in your answer.) (at least 2-3 complete sentences)
p. 141-142, 4th-1st paragraph


Thus when an account is written influences what is written.

What do you think will be glossed over/blown out of proportion in future history textbooks about the decade from 2000-2010? Explain. (at least 2-3 complete sentences)

DAY 3
Read “Gone With the Wind” chapter, pages 141-147

p. 142, paragraph 4

Textbooks have trouble acknowledging that anything might be wrong with 
white America or with the United States as whole.

Agree or disagree? Defend your opinion with specific examples.  (at least 2-3 complete sentences)

Which other events in history might get a skewed version of events in a textbook? (at least 2-3 complete sentences)
In 4 more pages, you’ll read this sentence, “Somehow we ended up with four million slaves in America, but no owners.”

Keeping in mind the above text quote about textbooks not wanting to acknowledge the negative aspects of U.S. history, what do you think this quote about “no owners” is about? (at least 2-3 complete sentences)
p. 145, paragraph 1

Jane Elliot’s famous experiments in Iowa classrooms have shown that 
children can quickly develop discriminatory behavior and prejudiced beliefs based on eye color.


Part I: Wikipedia this study. What’s it about? (at least 2-3 complete sentences)
Part II: Look at “Stanford Prison Experiment, 1971” on Wikipedia. It’s crazy… Explain your thoughts on this in at least 2-3 complete sentences.

DAY 4
Read “Gone With the Wind” chapter, pages 147-153

p. 149, paragraph 2


Their neighbors thought well of them, as people often do of those richer than 
themselves.

What is this quote referring to? Agree or disagree? Explain a summary of the text and your opinion in at least 2-3 complete sentences.
p. 152, paragraph 5

For our first seventy years as a nation, then, slavery made our foreign policy more sympathetic with imperialism than self-determination.

Explain what this quote means, using specific examples from the text of Lies. (at least 2- 3 complete sentences)

DAY 5
Read “Gone With the Wind” chapter, pages 153-161

p. 161, paragraph 3


The Negro problem is predominantly a white… problem.


Explain in at least 2-3 complete sentences.

DAY 6
Read “Gone With the Wind”chapter, pages 161-171
*nadir = the lowest possible point

p. 166, paragraph 2


“sundown towns”

Google these. What are they? Where did the name come from? (at least 2-3 complete sentences)
p. 170, paragraph 3


affirmative action


Define. Agree or disagree? Defend your position in at least 2-3 complete sentences. 
p. 171, paragraph 3

One reason [high school students have a gloomy view of the state of race relations in America today] is that “the under-30 generation is pathetically ignorant of recent American history.”


1. Agree or disagree? Why?


2. If this statement was true, why is this generation more ignorant than the 
last?

(at least 2-3 complete sentences each)
#1. FINAL PROJECT

· #1. I can compare and contrast the varying historical perspectives of slavery.

p. 136, 4th paragraph

minstrel shows, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Birth of a Nation, The Jazz Singer, Gone with the Wind, Amos ‘n’ Andy, Roots

Choose two of these to research and show how they portrayed race 
relations. Evaluate the impact of both of your choices, and in your presentation, convince the audience which one was more damaging. This might best be demonstrated in a PowerPoint, or a paper if you’d rather write it out.
	
	10
	8
	6

	Research & Description of 2 Topics


	Clear and thorough research and summary of each historical medium. 
	Research and summary of each historical medium is adequate, but not as clear and thorough as possible.
	Research and summary of each historical medium is too brief, rather vague. 

	Explanation of how this portrayed Race Relations
	Clear, specific connection of WHAT each medium was and HOW it portrayed race relations.
	Connection of each medium and portrayal of race relations is stated in a rather brief or generic manner.
	Connection of each medium and portrayal of race relations is stated too briefly or vaguely.

	Argument for which was more damaging
	Clear, persuasive argument backed up with logical, specific reasons.
	Argument is stated and backed up with some logical, specific reasons.
	Argument is too briefly or vaguely stated and/or not backed up with logical, specific reasons.

	Mechanics
	(4) Very few mechanical errors
	(3) Noticeable mechanical errors.
	(2) Many distracting mechanical errors.


TOTAL _____ / 44 points

#2 and #3. FINAL CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE

**Choose 1 of the following 2 Constructed Responses to answer.

Target #2. I can connect my knowledge of how the sociological, economic and political controversy over slavery in America escalated to the point of the Civil War.

Answer the following prompt on a separate sheet of paper (neatly hand-written or typed) in a well-organized constructed response. Justify your opinion with specific references to the text. (at least 8-10 complete sentences)

· Choose one of these factors (sociological, economic, political) and argue that it was the most influential aspect in leading the US into the Civil War. 
· Include specific reasons why this aspect, more than the other two, was responsible for such conflict between the North and the South.
Target #3. I can analyze the effect of the historical periods of antebellum, Civil War, Reconstruction and the nadir on race relations in the twentieth century.

p. 166, paragraph 2


It is almost unimaginable how racist the United States became during the nadir.
Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper (neatly hand-written or typed) in a well-organized constructed response. Justify your opinion with specific references to the text. (at least 8-10 complete sentences)

· Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

· In your opinion, which was the worst historical period for African Americans: the antebellum slavery, the Civil War era, Reconstruction, or the nadir? 
· How did this era affect race relations in the future 20th century? 
	
	6
	5
	4

	Introduction & Conclusion
	Clear, engaging, unique. Strong thesis statement. Final sentence wraps it up.
	Intro/conclusion rather generic. Thesis statement vague. Final sentence sort of wraps it up.
	Intro/conclusion rather weak. Thesis statement hard to identify. Final sentence missing?

	Specific Details
	Political, Economic, Sociological factors all discussed accurately, specifically and thoroughly.

OR 

Antebellum, Civil War, Reconstruction, or nadir is clearly presented as worst historical period and specifically backed up with multiple details. Writer mentions how this era affects race relations into the future.
	More limited information on some P.E.S. factors. Less detailed, possibly incorrect or not as thorough as possible.
OR

Antebellum, Civil War, Reconstruction, or nadir is presented as worst historical period and backed up with some details. Writer vaguely mentions how this era affects race relations into the future.
	Missing one or more P.E.S. factor. Vague, very general, incorrect or too short to get information across. 
OR

Hard to tell whether the author chose Antebellum, Civil War, Reconstruction, or nadir as worst historical period; very few or weak details. Writer doesn’t mention how this era affects race relations into the future.

	Persuasiveness
	One P.E.S. factor clearly and effectively argued as more influential than others. Author continually refers to this as purpose of the paper.
	One P.E.S. factor named as more influential. Argument valid, not as strong as possible.
	One P.E.S. factor alluded to as more influential, but difficult to find. Author doesn’t refer back to this as the purpose of the paper.

	Mechanics
	(4) Very few mechanical errors
	(3) Noticeable mechanical errors.
	(2) Many distracting mechanical errors.


TOTAL ____ / 22 points
#4. FINAL DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION
· #4. I can explain the consequences of the invisibility of white racism in history textbooks in the twentieth century.

“Strange Fruit”
by Lewis Allan

One of jazz vocalist Billie Holiday’s signature songs, “Strange Fruit” tells of the lynchings that were common in the South at the beginning of the century. Lewis Allan’s song of protest helped to bring attention to these crimes by sharing the experience with people throughout the nation. Some music critics recall that when the song was first performed, audiences were not aware of its powerful message against racial injustice.

Southern trees bear a strange fruit,

Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,

Black body swinging in the southern breeze,

Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Pastoral scene of the gallant south,

The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth,

Scent of magnolia sweet and fresh,

And the sudden smell of burning flesh!

Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck,

For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck,

For the sun to rot, for a tree to drop,

Here is a strange and bitter crop.

Our textbook mentions lynchings twice – check the index to find the two pages. In your response to this Document-Based Question, please address the following points:

· Explain how our Creating America textbook deals with lynchings. 

· Editorialize (this means, give your opinion on) whether or not this is trying to make “white racism invisible.”

· Connect your comments to the poem by Lewis Allan. What does this poem give you that the textbook does not?

· What if teachers used these kind of primary source documents to teach about lynching – what it looked like, smelled like. How much would this benefit students?

· How much detail do we need to get into about certain historical topics? 

· How should teachers/school districts decide which topics are fully taught and which are not?
Your response to this Final Document-Based Question should be at least 8-10 complete sentences and neatly handwritten or typed.

Final Document Based Question #4

	
	8
	7
	6

	Creating America textbook & Your Opinion
	Clear and specific summary of how textbook deals with lynching (paraphrasing, specific quotes cited, etc.).

Your opinion on “invisibility of white racism” is clearly stated and backed up with specific, logical reasons.
	Summary is more general; student may not be putting things in his/her own words or not citing quotations.

Your opinion on “invisibility of white racism” is stated but may not be backed up with specific, logical reasons.
	Summary is too vague or to word-for-word from the book. Specific quotes are not cited.

Your opinion on “invisibility of white racism” is vague; reasons are not really logical or specific.

	Lewis Allan Poem & Use with Students
	Unique commentary on what the poem offers as a primary source document.

Use with students is clearly discussed (pros/cons), especially in contrast to a secondary source textbook.
	Some commentary on what the poem offers as a primary source document.

Use with students is adequately mentioned (pros/cons).
	Not much commentary on what the poem offers as a primary source document.

Use with students is vaguely or briefly mentioned.

	General Theory
	Clear, thoughtful opinion on the amount of detail that should be taught in school, as well as which topics deserve this depth.
	More general or brief opinion on the amount of detail that should be taught in school, as well as which topics deserve this depth.
	Very general, brief or vague opinion on the amount of detail that should be taught in school, as well as which topics deserve this depth.

	Mechanics
	(4) Very few mechanical errors
	(3) Noticeable mechanical errors.
	(2) Many distracting mechanical errors.











TOTAL ____ / 28 points
Turning in Final Projects for Advanced Slavery Unit:

Due Monday March 7

1. Turn in Green Packet, totally completed.


This includes the final pages of debrief questions at the end!

2. FINAL PROJECT #1 was your choice format – either paper or PowerPoint. 

If it is a handwritten paper, turn it in to Mrs. McFarland.

If it is a typed paper or a Power Point, save it on the Student Shared Folder, in the “Advanced Slavery Unit 2011” folder.

Name it: YourNameProject #1

3. FINAL CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE #2 OR #3 AND #4 FINAL DOCUMNT-BASED QUESTION are Constructed Response papers (at least 8-10 sentences, neatly hand-written or typed). Turn this in to Mrs. McFarland.

If it is a handwritten paper, turn it in to Mrs. McFarland.

If it is a typed paper, save it on the Student Shared Folder, in the “Advanced Slavery Unit 2011” folder.

Name it: YourNameProject #2/#3/#4
Final Unit Evaluation

1. On a scale of 1 (low) to 5 (high), what did you think of the “Gone With the Wind” chapter from Lies My Teacher Told Me? Explain in terms of interest level, readability, personal challenge.

2. On a scale of 1 (low) to 5 (high), what did you think of the question packet that went with “Gone With the Wind.” Explain in terms of interest level, readability, personal challenge.

3a. On a scale of 1 (low) to 5 (high), what did you think of the 4 Final Products? Explain in terms of interest level and personal challenge. 

3b. Which was your favorite/least favorite? Why? 

3c.Which do you think best showed your knowledge of this unit? Why?

4a. On a scale of 1 (low) to 5 (high), what did you think of the format – working independently, in the library, without constant teacher guidance, etc?

4b. What was good about it?

4c. What would you have liked to change?

5. Would you like to do something like this again for another unit? Why?

You choose an issue to discuss. What line strikes you as interesting, questionable, something you strongly agree/disagree with, something you’d like to research, etc.  Tell me about it. (at least 2-3 complete sentences)
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You choose an issue to discuss. What line strikes you as interesting, questionable, something you strongly agree/disagree with, something you’d like to research, etc.  Tell me about it. (at least 2-3 complete sentences)





You choose an issue to discuss. What line strikes you as interesting, questionable, something you strongly agree/disagree with, something you’d like to research, etc.  Tell me about it. (at least 2-3 complete sentences)





You choose TWO issues to discuss. What line strikes you as interesting, questionable, something you strongly agree/disagree with, something you’d like to research, etc.  Tell me about it. (at least 2-3 complete sentences each)
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