Alternative, Independent, Research Learning Activities
When students need “different,” not “more of the same” while learning for a reason!
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All the information that is shared below has been used extensively and very successfully with 100’s of students both in the GT classroom and in regular classrooms.

Teaching gifted AND high potential/high achieving students = 
1. Pre-testing  
2. Learning Contract 


3. Choices

4. Challenges

5. Products

6. Opportunity to present

All activities begin with a learning “contract” after pre-testing shows the student has mastered a part or all of the material.  What makes these activities exciting and worth while is that the students learn while producing “real life” products that are shared with the audience for which they were designed. (students, community members, parents, etc.)  Students work hard and correctly when their assignments offer a choice and there is something that will be shared with a wide audience.

Every assignment includes “choices” which puts the student more in control of his/her learning.
Each assignment offers challenges, higher lever thinking and a product.  

The first 3 learning models, Five Step Learning, Reason Writing, and Book Club Challenges have been used extensively with students in grades 3-8.  Some HS colleagues have adapted several of the models for HS use.  A K-2 model is also included.
Five Step Learning:
1. research

2. write

3. create

4. present

5. evaluate 






1.
Reason Writing: 
1. Learning booklet:
2.  Story or poems for community book:
3.  Tourist pamphlet:
4. Classroom newspaper:  
5. School newspaper:
6. School Blog: 

7. Historical information booklets:
8.  Student choice:  

Book Club Challenges:
Book Club is for a small group of advanced readers; never more than 4 or less than 2 in a group.  ----Of course if there are less than 4 members of the club, they take on more jobs.

Members of the book club sign a contract before beginning.  While the regular class reading is being held, the book club meets at the back of the room, right outside the door in the hall, or the best place that can be found.  Each member of the club has a specific responsibility each day and those responsibilities rotate weekly. Reading is divided between silent and oral reading.  
Responsibilities:

· The organizer

· The questioner

· The word finder

· The closer

· The teacher
K-2 suggestions:
· Alternative Learning Contract
· Involve the parents to bring in a tub of items that follow the student’s passion or what they are really interested in at that time.
· Use “Magazine Connections”, “Map Connections”, etc. (materials created by Kathy)
4.
